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The boy does not in the least know what use is to be made of
the information, but he imagines many things, and knows that9
in some mysterious way, his teacher has acquired power over
him.
The importance of language in conceptual thinking can
hardly be over-estimated. Without it we might be able to
form rudimentary concepts from the analysis and synthesis
of perceptual experience; but we should have no means of
stabilizing them in our minds, or of communicating them to
others, if we had no words with which to label them. As Pro-
fessor Spearman puts it, language makes our concepts *e become
like molten bullion poured into coining-moulds, \vhence . . .
they issue as legal tender for general circulation." 1
When we obtain concepts from the analysis of perceptual
experience, and label them by means of words, we use lan-
guage to extend their significance still further. My concept of
'sugar,9 for example, would be very rudimentary if I could
not read or talk about the various aspects of it that have never
entered my perceptual experience. Again, it would be im-
possible without language to possess abstract concepts, such
as liberty, justice, and goodness. For some concepts, indeed,
a specialized language is required. The binomial theorem
could neither be held in the mind nor expressed without the
symbolism of algebra; and it would be nearly as difficult to
understand or describe the chemical composition of even a
comparatively simple aromatic compound, such as picric acid,
without utilizing the convenient language of the benzene ring.
The symbols of algebra and chemistry bring out very clearly
what is true of all language—namely, that not only does it fix
the results of our thinking, but it furnishes the only means by
which that thinking may be extended.
Thus language is the tool of thought: as Professor Stout says,
it is "essentially an instrument of conceptual analysis and
synthesis." * We do most of our thinking by means of verbal
images—visual, auditory, or motor. This convenient tool, how-
ever, may easily become a snare, for words very soon come
to tyrannize over thinking. We give names to things and
1 The Nature of Intelligence,* p. 5264.       * Groundwork of Psychology, p. 149.

